
          Agenda Item No. 7 
 

To:  Joint Audit Committee 
 

Date:  24 September 2014 
 
By:  Chief Finance Officer and Director of Finance  

 
Title: Annual Governance Statements 

 
 

 
Purpose of Report: 

 
This report provides the Joint Audit Committee with the final Annual 

Governance Statements for 2013/14 as part of the Sussex Police and 
Crime Commissioner’s and the Chief Constable’s arrangements for 
ensuring that a framework of good governance is in place. 

 

 
Recommendation  

 
- that the Joint Audit Committee recommend that:- 

 

a) the Police & Crime Commissioner for Sussex approves the  
Annual Governance Statement for her office; 

 
b) the Chief Constable approves the Annual Governance 

Statement for Sussex Police; and 
 
c) progress against the areas identified for improvement are 

noted 
 

 

Introduction 
 
1.1 In June 2014, the Joint Audit Committee was updated on progress 

in the preparation of the Annual Governance Statements.  A 
working group including officers from the Office of the Sussex Police 

& Crime Commissioner, Sussex Police and a representative from the 
Joint Audit Committee have undertaken a comprehensive review of 
the format of the Annual Governance Statements.  The aim of the 

review was to make the statements more relevant to the work of 
the two organisations and to ensure that the documents are clear, 

concise and are in a format that enables them to be used to 
monitor and assess compliance on a regular basis.   The review 
included consideration of best practice in other police areas. 

 
1.2 In preparing the statements the working group has followed the 

Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA) 
guidance. 



1.3 The general approach for the Annual Governance Statement for 
2013/14 has remained consistent with the approach taken last year 

in that it continues to report on evidence of compliance, actions 
undertaken in the previous year and areas for future review or 

improvement.  
 

1.4 In previous years the statements have been supported by an 

explanatory document.  This document is no longer required as the 
Governance Statements have become more comprehensive. 

 
1.5 The revised approach to the content of the Annual Governance 

Statements was endorsed by the Joint Audit Committee in June 

2014. 
 

Annual Governance Statements 
 
2.1 The statements (Appendix A) and (Appendix B) are attached to this 

report. 
 

2.2 Both internal and external auditors have been consulted for any 
required amendments.  

 
Monitoring progress 
 

3.1 Appendix C shows progress towards the areas for improvement 
carried over from the AGS for 2012-13 and areas identified by 

Internal Audit.  An update will be brought to each meeting of the 
Joint Audit Committee to provide assurance of compliance including 
an update on new items identified in the 2013-14 statement 

following agreement at this meeting. 
 

Assurance mapping 
 

4.1 The first stage of governance mapping - a governance and 

accountability map - has been developed and is available on the 
PCC’s website as part of the Code of Governance. The Force has 

met with the Internal Auditor to discuss an assurance framework 
map and this will be progressed over the coming year with guidance 
from the Internal Auditor.  The Force has been advised by the 

auditor, in his professional judgement, that this may take a 
considerable length of time as all areas of the Force will need to 

undertake detailed reviews of policies and practices. The Force was 
advised that a similar exercise in West Sussex County Council took 
3 years to complete. 

 
  
Conclusion 
 

5.1 No significant governance issues were identified through carrying 
out the 2013-14 Annual Governance Statement processes. The 

Joint Audit Committee will be presented with a report at each 



meeting of the Committee detailing progress against the identified 
actions.  

 
 

Contact List 
 
Contact: Mr John Eagles, Chief Finance Officer, OSPCC 

Email: john.eagles@sussex-pcc.gov.uk 
Tel: 01273 481582 

 
Contact: Mark Baker, Director of Finance, Sussex Police 
Email:  mark.s.baker@sussex.pnn.police.uk 

Tel: 101 Ext: 44051 


