
1 
 

         Agenda Item No. 21 
To:  Joint Audit Committee 

 
Date:  9 December 2015 

 
By:  Chief Executive & Monitoring Officer 
 

Title:  Police & Crime Commissioner Election 2016  
 

 

Purpose of Report: 
 
To provide assurance to the members of the Joint Audit Committee that 

appropriate governance arrangements will be in place for the Office of the 
Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner and Sussex police during the pre and 

post election periods.    
 

 
Recommendations – the Committee is asked to note and comment on 

the report. 
 

 

Introduction 
 
The programmed date for the second PCC elections will be the 5 May 

2016.  The elections will be managed and delivered by the District and 
Borough Authorities throughout Sussex.   

 
Election Legislation and management 

 
The PCC elections are governed by the Police and Crime Commissioner 
Elections Order 2012 (as amended).  The arrangements will be directed by 

the appointed Police Area Returning Officer (PARO).  A formal 
appointment to the role of PARO for Sussex will be made by Government 

later this year. 
 
The Electoral Commission provides guidance to the PARO relating to the 

management of the election. The Cabinet Office will take the national 
lead, including raising awareness of the election at a national level.  It is 

the responsibility of the PARO and his deputies to make sure that the 
electoral registers are current and that eligible members of the public are 
aware of their right to vote. 

 
Election Timetable and Purdah  

 
The draft timetable for the election is attached at Appendix A.  The formal 
publication of the ‘Notice of the Election’ is the 30 March and that is 

therefore the date that purdah starts. 

Purdah is the pre-election period between the formal announcement of an 
election and the final election results.  Current elected post holders are 
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prevented during purdah from making announcements about any new or 
controversial initiatives which could be seen to be advantageous to their 

election.  

As officers, we are required to make sure that: 

•  Public resources are not used for party political purposes  

•  No communications activity will take place which could call into 
question political impartiality 

•  New announcements are deferred particularly if they have a ‘local’ 

element 

•  Any new website content is scrutinised prior to publication and in the 

main only factual information added or inaccuracies corrected. 
 
Working Group 

 
A working group has been set up to oversee the governance 

arrangements for the Office of the Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner 
and Sussex Police during the pre and post election periods. It is 
anticipated that this group will meet monthly and provide an update 

report to each meeting of the Joint Audit Committee to provide assurance 
that appropriate arrangements are in place.   

 
The Terms of Reference and details of membership are attached at 
Appendix B. 

 
The working group has agreed a risk register to identify risks related to 

the election and this is attached at Appendix C. 
 
 

 
Contact details: 

Name:   Mary Clarke 
   Senior Governance Manager 
   Office of the Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner 

Email:  mary.clarke@sussex-pcc.gov.uk 
Telephone:  01273 481587 

 
    


