
 

 

     
 
 
Decision Notice 

 

To  

 

Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner  

From  

 

Debbie Hill – Assurance Manager  

Reference 

 

016/2020 

Subject 

 

Independent Member of Gross Misconduct 

Hearings - Reappointment 

Date  

 

11 May 2020 

Recommendation 

 

That the Police & Crime Commissioner for Sussex 

approves the re-appointment of Susannah Dengate  
as an Independent Panel Member for Gross 
Misconduct Hearings for a further four-year term. 

Is the decision of 
significant public 

interest? 

No 

Summary of reasons for 

decision 
 

The PCC is required to appoint independent 

misconduct panel members to sit on the panels held 
by Sussex police.  Three members currently hold 

that position, with one whose term is coming to an 
end on 1 July 2020. It is recommended that the 
appointment be extended to ensure continuity. 

 
The new Police Appeals Tribunal Rules 2020 have 

changed the composition of Police Appeals Tribunals 
(PAT). The retired officer on the PAT has been 
replaced by Independent Panel Members. A 

recruitment exercise to increase our pool of 
members will be undertaken later in the year and as 

such, the retention of the expertise of existing panel 
members where possible would be beneficial.  

Consultation undertaken 
 

Head of the Professional Standards Department. 

Approved by legal adviser 
(if appropriate) 

N/A 

Approved by finance (if N/A 



 

 

appropriate) 

Background 
papers 

 

N/A 

Communication and 

media  

None required. 

Financial implications 

 

Independent Panel Members are paid expenses and 

a daily rate when they attend a hearing, including 

preparatory work. The current fee is £211.50 per 

day. 

Identified risks 
 

The Panel would not be able to function and 

determine gross misconduct hearings without 

trained and competent Independent Members. 

 

 

Officer 

approval 

Signed agreement Date 

Mark 

Streater 
Chief 
Executive & 

Monitoring 
Officer 

 

11/05/2020 

Iain 
McCulloch  

Chief Finance 
Officer 

 
 

11/05/2020 

 

 
Signed:      Date:       11 May 2020 

 

 
 
Katy Bourne OBE 

Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner  


