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Decision Notice

.2Y Police & Crime
& Commissioner

To Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner

From Lucie Venables, Head of Commissioning

Reference 035/2020

Subject The Portal contract and Veritas Justice grant extensions
Date 30/11/2020

Recommendation The Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC)

supports the Lead Commissioners (Brighton and Hove
City Council) recommendation to extend the Portal
contract to 31 March 2021.

The PCC approves the recommendation to extend the
current Grant Agreement for Veritas Justice to of 31
March 2021.

Is the decision of significant
public interest

No

Summary of reasons for
decision

The PCC co-commissions The Portal, the domestic abuse
and sexual violence support service for East Sussex and
Brighton & Hove with the Local Authority for each of these
areas.

The Portal contract was due to end 30" September 2020
however due to the COVID-19 pandemic the re-tender for
the service was delayed by six months. Therefore, this
extension covers the delay with a new contract to be in
place from 15t April 2021.

The same delay to the re-tender with multiple lots,
including a stalking and harassment service, requires an
extension to the current grant agreement in place with
Veritas Justice (Stalking advocacy in Sussex). This allows
no gap in provision in Sussex and for all lots to be
tendered together with a start date of 15 April 2021.

Consultation undertaken

Internal consultation, and agreement between partners
and other stakeholders




Approved by legal adviser (if | N/A

appropriate)

Approved by finance (if Yes

appropriate)

Background papers N/A

Communication and media N/A

Financial implications £107,500 from the 2020/2021 Ministry of Justice (MOJ)

Victims Budget (WS1003) for The Portal extension
£91,290 from the 2020/2021 MOJ Victims Budget
(WS1003) for the Veritas Justice grant.

Identified risks If there was no extension of the current contract and grant
there would be a significant reduction in services
available, providing key safeguarding, for victims of
domestic abuse, sexual violence and stalking.

Equality Assessment None arising
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Signed Date: 1 December 2020
Police and Crime Commissioner for Sussex
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Signed Date: 1 December 2020
Chief Executive
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Signed Date: 1 December 2020
Chief Finance Officer




