Lo Sussex

Decision Notice

.2Y Police & Crime
& Commissioner

To Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner

From Mark Streater, Chief Executive Officer

Reference 006/2022

Subject Subsequent Request for financial assistance for
legal proceedings (Decision Notice 018/2021
refers)

Date 21 February 2022

Recommendation

The PCC maintains the position that the request for
payment of the cost of financial assistance for the
provision of legal representation for a former
officer involved in the Coroner’s inquest which
commenced on 21 June 2021, be declined.

Is the decision of
significant public interest

This application for funding has been made on the
basis that the appropriate criteria under Home
Office Circular 10/2017 are met in this case.
However, it is important to note that the Home
Office emphasises that a decision should ultimately
be based on the merits of the particular case.

Summary of reasons for
decision

Police officers and staff should be able to carry out
their duties with confidence that if they act in good
faith and exercise judgement reasonably, the PCC
and Chief Constable will support them by providing
assistance in legal proceedings that are taken
against them, or where they are named as
interested parties.

In this case, there was no conflict of interest
identified and the former officer was offered
representation via Weightmans on behalf of the
Chief Constable. This was declined.

A request for funding was put to the PCC for
consideration on 12 August 2021. Following
consultation and consideration of the facts, the




request was declined. A further request was
submitted on behalf of the former officer by his
legal representative within which they ask for the
matter to be reconsidered. The Commissioner has
taken further legal advice and has determined that
her decision on 12 August 2021 remains
unchanged and the request for funding refused.

Consultation undertaken

Weightmans Legal Services.
Sussex Police Federation
Civil Claims Department, Sussex Police.

Approved by legal adviser
(if appropriate)

As above

Approved by finance (if
appropriate)

n/a

Background papers

Home Office Circular 010/2017

Letter from Legal Representative

Advice from Weightmans 23 July 2021
Advice from Weightmans 26 January 2022

Communication and
media

n/a

Financial implications

Approx. £23,420.00 (excluding VAT).

Identified risks

Contravention of Home Office Circular 010/2017.

Equality Assessment

None arising.
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Signed

Date: 21 February 2022

Police and Crime Commissioner for Sussex

Signed

Date: 21 February 2022

Chief Executive

Neo

Signed

Date:21 February 2022

Chief Finance Officer




