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1. Safety Incidents for Quarter 3: 2021 / 2022 
 

October - December  
SUSSEX SURREY 

Oct Nov Dec Oct Nov Dec 

Headcount 
No. Officers (incl. Specials) 3077 3061 3042    
No. Staff (incl. PCSO’s) 2652 2643 2624    
Total Employees  5729 5704 5666    
Arrests (Primary) 1925 1864 1939    

 
Injuries (employees only) 66 101 60    
Assaults (with and without injury) 73 73 70    
Assaults (with injury only) 35 48 36    
Near Misses 46 31 44    
Custody Adverse Incidents 51 45 51    
Injury Rate 
(Injuries per 1000 employees)  

11.5 17.7 10.6    

ASSAULT RATE (With and Without Injury) 
(Assaults per 1000 arrests) 

37.9 39.2 36.1    

ASSAULT RATE (With Injury Only) 
(Assaults per 1000 arrests) 

18.2 25.8 18.6    

Total Number of Safety Incident Reports (Safety Service Reactive Demand) 

Financial Year Sussex Surrey TOTAL 

2017/18 1067 668 1735 

2018/19 1087 748 1835  

2019/20 1336 1067 2403 

2020/21 1396 1126 2522 

2021/22 (Q1) 413 308 721 

Q2 494 251 745 

Q3 442 304 746 
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2. Graph: 2021/22 Q3 Health and Safety Service Reactive Demand Analysis 
 
This graph shows the number of safety incidents processed by the Health and Safety Service in Q3 
2021/22, for Sussex (blue), Surrey (orange) and collectively (grey), compared with last year (2020/21) 
(yellow).  
 

 
 

Commentary – Q3 Reactive Demand 
 

 Demand in Q3 2021/22 was 12% higher than the same time last year.  
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3. Analysis for SUSSEX Only 
 
Officer and Staff - Sussex Incident Headline Causation Breakdown (2021/22)  
 

 

Incident Cause Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 2021/22 

Assaulted 201 259 216  676 
Restraint/Struggle 30 28 28  86 
Awkward Movement 10 12 14  36 
Body Fluids 9 16 10  35 
Ill Health 12 7 6  25 
ZZ-Other Type of Accident 11 6 8  25 
Slipped Tripped or Fell on Same Level 7 5 8  20 
Pursuit on Foot 6 7 3  16 
Training PUBLIC ORDER 5 4 5  14 
RTC 6 2 6  14 
Struck by Object 5 2 3  10 
Training FIREARMS 1 5 4  10 
Dangerous Occurrence 2 6 1  9 
Captor or Other PPE 3 3 3  9 
Method of Entry 3 3 3  9 
Training STAFF SAFETY 3 3 3  9 
Vehicle OTHER 1 1 6  8 
Injured by Dog (Non-Police) 3 2 2  7 
Sharps 1 4 2  7 
Fell from Height (including stairs) 4  1  5 
Search 3  2  5 
Exposed to Harmful Substance/Chemical 2 1 2  5 
Handling, Lifting Carrying OTHER  2 3  5 
ZZ-Other Training 4    4 
Property 1 1 1  3 
Hit Something Fixed or Stationary 1  1  2 
Handling, Lifting Carrying PERSON  1 1  2 
Hit by Moving Vehicle ACCIDENTAL  1 1  2 
Electricity   2  2 
Police Dog   2  2 
Unsafe Act   2  2 
Needle stick 1    1 
Training DRIVER 1    1 
Exposed to Smoke or Fire  1   1 
Other Animal  1   1 
Temperature  1   1 
Training - CYCLE  1   1 
Hot Liquid or Steam   1  1 
Vehicle Pursuit   1  1 
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Graph: Employee Top Ten Safety Incidents – Headline Causation (2021/22 Year to Date) 
This graph shows the top ten causation of safety incidents in Sussex for 2021/22 year to date for officers 
and staff (employees).  
 
 

 
 
Commentary – Sussex Top Ten Safety Incident Headline Causation 
 

 Most injuries continue to relate to arrest (assaulted / restraint struggle and awkward movement).  
 As outlined in the Health and Safety Service 2022/23 Workplan, assaults will be subject to a 

dedicated project.  
 

Detainees - Sussex Custody Incident Headline Causation Breakdown (2021/22)  
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Incident Cause Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 2021/22 

Ill health  43 59 39  141 
Other 5 12 11  28 
Assaulted   15 8  23 
Restraint / Struggle  9 7  16 
Dangerous occurrence 4 5 4  13 
RTC  3 3  6 
Unsafe act 1 1 4  6 
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Since Sussex custody services were brought back in house, we have been working with Custody to 
improve reporting of safety incidents within Custody. In Sussex we are now providing custody with weekly 
reports of detainee incidents which have been reported to us, these are checked against custody records, 
to ensure that all relevant incidents have been reported. 
 
Graph: Detainee Top Ten Safety Incidents – Headline Causation (2021/22 Year to Date) 
This graph shows the top ten causation of safety incidents in Sussex for 2021/22 year to date for 
detainees.   
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Slipped Tripped or Fell on Same Level  2 2  4 
Hit Something Fixed or Stationary  1 3  4 
Exposed to harmful substance 1  2  3 
Captor or Other PPE  1 2  3 
Sharps 2    2 
Awkward movement 1  1  2 
Vehicle Other   2  2 
Hot liquid and steam 1    1 
Pursuit on foot 1    1 
Fell from Height  1   1 
Search   1  1 



 

Health and Safety Service 
Surrey and Sussex Police 
 
Safety Incident Statistics 
  
 
__________________________________________________________________________    
 

Page 7 
 
 

Commentary – Detainees - Sussex Custody Causation Breakdown 
 
There has been a significant improvement in reporting of safety incidents involving detainees in Sussex 
Custody. This provides an opportunity to review incidents and look for patterns. Most incidents involving 
detainees in custody relate to ill health. Some examples of what this includes: 
 
Detainees: 
 

 Having taken illicit substances prior to arrest and becoming unwell in custody. 
 Who are alcohol dependent and require medical assistance. 
 Have complex medical needs. 
 Who have been injured prior to coming into custody and who require medical attention. 
 Self-harming while in custody. 

 
Graph: Sussex Assault Rate (with and without Injury) against Average 
This graph shows the number of assaults with and without injury per 1000 arrests.  

 

 
 

Commentary – Sussex Assault Rate (with and without injury) 
 

 The various Covid-19 lockdowns resulted in the assault rate reducing significantly over 2020/21, 
we believe this is due to a reduction in night-time economy drinking related violence, plus 
reduced social contact.  
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 There is a general trend of increasing numbers of assaults being reported. 
 There is evidence in the data to suggest the sharp increase in assault reports is being lead by 

assaults which did not result in injury, which suggests an improvement in reporting.  
 

Graph: Sussex Assault Rate (with injury only) by Month 
This graph shows the number of assaults with injury only per 1000 arrests. 
 

 
 

Commentary – Sussex Assault Rate (with injury only) 
 

 The increases in the ‘with injury only rate’ is less pronounced than the ‘with and without injury 
rate’ when looked at across the quarter (although it did peak in September). This suggests the 
increases are being driven by an increase in the reporting of less serious assaults, which did not 
result in an injury.  
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Graph: Sussex Employee Injury Rate by Month 
This graph shows the number of injuries per 1000 employees each month. 
 

 
 

 
Commentary – Sussex Employee Injury Rate 
 

 The Sussex employee injury rate is gradually falling when compared to 2019/20. 
 

o The injury rate in 2019/20 was on average 14.4 employees injured per 1000 employed. 
o The injury rate in 2020/21 was 11.1 employees injured per 1000 employed. 
o The injury rate in 2021/22 so far is 12 employees injured per 1000 employed.  
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4. NCALT Mandatory Minimum Training Compliance 
 
Sussex – Display Screen Equipment 
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Sussex – Office Safety 
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Sussex – Safety for Line Managers 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


