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Precept question extract 
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Sample | Nearly 2,500 residents of Sussex aged 18+ 
participated in the survey in 2025

Confidence Interval & Confidence Level

A Confidence Interval of ±1.97 means that had we been 
able to survey every resident of Sussex, 

the answer to a given question would fall within ±1.97 
percentage points of our actual research result 
(in either direction) on 95 occasions out of 100 

(the Confidence Level). 

The survey fieldwork was conducted online between 
Monday 10th November and Sunday 7th December 2025.

2,469 fully completed surveys were achieved, 
delivering an extremely robust total sample 

Confidence Interval of ±1.97. 
To put this in context, most nationwide surveys 
reported in the national media operate off wider

Confidence Intervals of ±3.00 to ±4.00.



Precept question | How public opinion was gathered

The survey was 
entitled ‘Crime and 

Policing Survey 2025’ 
and was assigned to 
the Sussex Police & 
Crime Commissioner, 

whilst being 
independently 

conducted by Habit5.

The Precept question 
was contextualised 

and worded as 
represented in the 
righthand image on 

this slide.
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Precept question | 49% of all residents participating in the survey 
support some level of increase (-4% YoY). 43% oppose any increase 
(+3% YoY) and 8% are exempt from paying council tax (+1% YoY).

Base: I am prepared to pay up to £2.00 extra per month (n=587), I am prepared to pay up to £1.17 extra per month (n=303), I am prepared to pay up to £0.83 extra per 
month (n=332), I do NOT support any increase in council tax (n=1,061), I am exempt from paying council tax (n=186), Sample Size = 2,469

Please indicate which of the options below you would support for the Precept in 
the forthcoming financial year 2026/27. Exempt included

24%

12% 13%

43%

8%

I am prepared to pay
up to £2.00 extra per

month

I am prepared to pay
up to £1.17 extra per

month

I am prepared to pay
up to £0.83 extra per

month

I do NOT support any
increase in council tax

I am exempt from
paying council tax

Just under a quarter 
(24%) of the 

residents 
participating in the 
survey, indicated a 

preparedness to pay 
the highest level of 
proposed increase – 
up to £2.00 extra per 
month – this is the 

same as the previous 
year despite the 25p 

increase. 

The drop has come 
from those willing to 

pay extra but a 
smaller amount 

(-4% YoY).
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Precept question | The proportion of residents indicating a 
preparedness to pay an increased amount, has dropped by -
4% year-on-year, from 53% last year to 49% this year.

Please indicate which of the options below you would support for the Precept in 
the forthcoming financial year | By Survey Year – Exempt included

50%

44%

5%

53%

40%

7%

49%

43%

8%

Any increase No increase Exempt

2024/25 2025/26 2026/27
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Precept | 54% of council taxpayers (e.g. Exempt excluded) 
support an increase, with 46% opposing such a move.

Base: I am prepared to pay up to £2.00 extra per month (n=587), I am prepared to pay up to £1.17 extra per month (n=303), I am prepared to pay up to £0.83 extra per 
month (n=332), I do NOT support any increase in council tax (n=1,061), Sample Size = 2,283

Please indicate which of the options below you would support for the Precept 
in the forthcoming financial year 2026/27. Exempt excluded

26%

13%
15%

46%

I am prepared to pay up to
£2.00 extra per month

I am prepared to pay up to
£1.17 extra per month

I am prepared to pay up to
£0.83 extra per month

I do NOT support any
increase in council tax
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Precept question | The proportion of council taxpayers 
supporting some level of increase has fallen by -3% year-on-
year, with those opposing such an increase increasing by the 
same amount. 

Please indicate which of the options below you would support for the Precept in the 
forthcoming financial year 2026/27. | Exempt excluded

53%

47%

57%

43%

54%

46%

Any increase No increase

2024/25 2025/26 2026/27
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Precept question | As was the case in both previous years, 
a markedly higher proportion (+6%) of males select the largest 
increase presented, with comparatively more (+4%) of the female 
participants selecting the lowest level of increase presented or not 
supporting an increase at all (+5%).

Please indicate which of the options below you would support for the 
precept in the forthcoming financial year 2026/27. | By sex excluding exempt

23%

29%

12%

15%

16%

12%

48%

43%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Female

Male

I am prepared to pay up to £2.00
extra per month

I am prepared to pay up to £1.17
extra per month

I am prepared to pay up to £0.83
extra per month

I do NOT support any increase in
council tax

Base: Female (n=1,250), Male (n=1,013), Sample Size = 2,263

NB We only chart results 
for participant segments 

greater than 40 
individuals, to avoid 
statistical instability.
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NB Bold text for data is 
used to denote a 

significantly higher level 
than for other segments 

and/or an increase 
year-on-year.

A box around data is 
used to denote a 

significantly lower level 
than for other segments 

and/or a decrease 
year-on-year.



Precept question | As was the case in both previous years, propensity 
to pay the highest incremental amount, increases with the age of 
participant, peaking at 35% among the 65+ cohort (+7% YoY).

Please indicate which of the options below you would support for the precept 
in the forthcoming financial year 2026/27. | By age excluding exempt

21%

23%

26%

35%

14%

14%

11%

13%

16%

15%

13%

14%

48%

48%

50%

38%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

18 to 34

35 to 49

50 to 64

65+ I am prepared to pay up to £2.00
extra per month

I am prepared to pay up to £1.17
extra per month

I am prepared to pay up to £0.83
extra per month

I do NOT support any increase in
council tax

Base: 18 to 34 (n=656), 35 to 49 (n=583), 50 to 64 (n=581), 65+ (n=463), Sample Size = 2,283

Opposition to supporting 
any increase has 

increased year-on-year 
for all age groups, 

except among those 
aged over 65 where it 
has decreased slightly. 

65+
(-3%)

50 – 64 
(+2%)

35 – 49
(+5%)

18 – 34
(+7%)
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Precept question | Residents of West Sussex continue to be more prepared to 
pay extra (+3%) and more likely to choose the highest increase (+4%), than 
their peers in East Sussex.

Please indicate which of the options below you would support for the precept in the 
forthcoming financial year 2026/27. | By County excluding exempt

28%

24%

13%

13%

14%

15%

45%

48%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

West Sussex

East Sussex
I am prepared to pay up to £2.00
extra per month

I am prepared to pay up to £1.17
extra per month

I am prepared to pay up to £0.83
extra per month

I do NOT support any increase in
council tax

Base: West Sussex (n=1,052), East Sussex (n=1,231), Sample Size = 2,283
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Precept question | 50%+ of council taxpayers participating in the survey who 
are resident in: Rother (57%), Eastbourne (53%), Crawley (51%), 
Lewes (50%) and Hastings (50%), do not support any increase in council tax.

Please indicate which of the options below you would support for the precept in 
the forthcoming financial year 2026/27. | By Local Authority excluding exempt

28%

27%

24%

32%

29%

32%

22%

20%

28%

22%

21%

28%

17%

15%

16%

11%

8%

9%

16%

15%

15%

11%

12%

6%

15%

16%

17%

14%

16%

11%

14%

15%

8%

17%

14%

10%

41%

42%

43%

43%

47%

47%

48%

50%

50%

51%

53%

57%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Mid Sussex

Arun

Brighton & Hove

Adur & Worthing

Wealden

Horsham

Chichester

Hastings

Lewes

Crawley

Eastbourne

Rother

I am prepared to pay up to
£2.00 extra per month

I am prepared to pay up to
£1.17 extra per month

I am prepared to pay up to
£0.83 extra per month

I do NOT support any
increase in council tax

Base: Adur & Worthing (n=198), Arun (n=172), Brighton & Hove (n=509), Chichester (n=121), Crawley (n=175), Eastbourne (n=229), Hastings (n=148), Horsham (n=174), Lewes 
(n=116), Mid Sussex (n=212), Rother (n=90), Wealden (n=139), I am not resident in Sussex (n=0), Sample Size = 2,283

Conversely, 59% of the 
residents of 

Mid Sussex are prepared 
to pay more but this 

does represent a 
decrease of 10% YoY.

Chichester has seen an 
8% increase in 
opposition to an 

increase in the precept.

Chichester and Mid 
Sussex have seen the 
biggest increases in 

opposition YoY. 

Adur & Worthing has 
seen the biggest 

increase in support of 
increasing the precept 
by the highest amount 

(+8%).
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Precept question | Opposition to paying anything extra per month 
has increased sharply among the Unemployed segment (+9% YoY to 
69%).

Please indicate which of the options below you would support for the precept in the 
forthcoming financial year 2026/27. | By Socio Economic Group (SEG) excluding exempt

10%

12%

20%

20%

23%

31%

41%

7%

7%

10%

13%

10%

16%

21%

31%

12%

11%

14%

17%

15%

11%

52%

69%

59%

53%

50%

38%

28%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Full time or part time student in
higher or further education

Unemployed

 Semi or unskilled manual worker

Skilled manual worker

Junior manager, supervisor, clerical
worker or self employed

Middle manager, owner of a small
business, mid-level civil service or…

CEO, board director, senior manager,
professional, high level civil service…

I am prepared to pay up to
£2.00 extra per month

I am prepared to pay up to
£1.17 extra per month

I am prepared to pay up to
£0.83 extra per month

I do NOT support any
increase in council tax

Base: CEO, board director, senior manager, professional, high level civil service or public sector manager (n=312), Middle manager, owner of a small business, mid-level civil 
service or public sector manager (n=605), Junior manager, supervisor, clerical worker or self employed (n=577), Skilled manual worker (n=410), Semi or unskilled manual worker 
(n=181), Unemployed (n=169), Full time or part time student in higher or further education (n=29), Sample Size = 2,283

Support for an 
increase has 

improved amongst 
CEO, directors etc. 
falling within SEG A 

by +7%. 

Opposition to an 
increase has risen in 
all other segments. 
The largest increase 
is among Semi or 
unskilled manual 
workers in SEG D 

(+10% YoY).
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Precept question | As previously, those of Black ethnicity remain more likely 
to support an increase to the precept. The strength of this support has 
widened further with 38% of this group now supporting the highest increase, 
compared to 25% last year. 

Please indicate which of the options below you would support for the precept in the 
forthcoming financial year 2026/27. | By ethnicity excluding exempt

23%

25%

38%

9%

13%

21%

19%

14%

19%

49%

47%

21%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

White European

White English/Welsh/Scottish/British

Black/African/Caribbean/Black British
I am prepared to pay up
to £2.00 extra per month

I am prepared to pay up
to £1.17 extra per month

I am prepared to pay up
to £0.83 extra per month

I do NOT support any
increase in council tax

Base: White English/Welsh/Scottish/British (n=1,854), Mixed/multiple ethnic groups (e.g. White and Black African or White and Asian) (n=35), White European (n=104), 
Asian/Asian British (n=62), Black/African/Caribbean/Black British (n=169), Other ethnic group (E.g. Arab) (n=16), Prefer not to say (n=39), Sample Size = 2,279

Those who identify 
as White – both 

White 
English/Welsh/

Scottish/British and 
White European, are 

now slightly more 
widely inclined to 

oppose an increase 
(+5% and +1% 

respectively YoY).
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Precept question | Opposition to an increase in the precept has risen amongst 
all declared sexual orientations. However, those willing to pay the highest 
amount has increased across all sexual orientations, meaning the middle-
ground support for smaller nominal increases is shrinking.

Please indicate which of the options below you would support for the precept in the 
forthcoming financial year 2026/27. | By Sexual Orientation excluding exempt

17%

15%

20%

27%

30%

7%

9%

17%

14%

9%

13%

15%

17%

14%

14%

63%

60%

46%

45%

47%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Prefer not to say

Gay woman/Lesbian

Bisexual

Heterosexual/straight

Gay man
I am prepared to pay up
to £2.00 extra per month

I am prepared to pay up
to £1.17 extra per month

I am prepared to pay up
to £0.83 extra per month

I do NOT support any
increase in council tax

Base: Bisexual (n=100), Heterosexual/straight (n=1,941), Gay man (n=64), Gay woman/Lesbian (n=53), Prefer not to say (n=105), Other (n=16), Sample Size = 2,279

There has been a 
shift to the extreme's 

year-on-year, does 
this mean small 
increases are no 
longer the safe 
compromise?
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Precept question | At 48%, opposition to any increase in council tax has 
increased by +1% year-on-year among council taxpayers with a disability 
compared with a rise of +4% among those without a disability to 45%.

Please indicate which of the options below you would support for the precept in the 
forthcoming financial year 2026/27. | By presence of disability excluding exempt

22%
27%

11%

16%
13%

9%

14%
15%

11%

48% 45%

69%

Yes No Prefer not to say

I do NOT support any increase in
council tax

I am prepared to pay up to £0.83
extra per month

I am prepared to pay up to £1.17
extra per month

I am prepared to pay up to £2.00
extra per month

Base: Yes (n=332), No (n=1,867), Prefer not to say (n=80), Sample Size = 2,279

Opposition to any 
increase continues to 

rise, this year by 
+3% to 69% among 
the sizeable minority 
who ‘prefer not to 
say’ whether they 
have a disability 

or not.

15



Precept question | Opposition to any form of increase has 
increased among participants living in each of the main places 
of residence. 

Please indicate which of the options below you would support for the precept in 
the forthcoming financial year 2026/27. | By place of residence excluding exempt

27% 25% 24%

18%
12% 11%

17%

14% 15%

39%
49% 50%

A city A town A village or hamlet

I do NOT support any increase
in council tax

I am prepared to pay up to
£0.83 extra per month

I am prepared to pay up to
£1.17 extra per month

I am prepared to pay up to
£2.00 extra per month

Base: A city (n=525), A town (n=1,316), A village or hamlet (n=412), An isolated dwelling (n=23), Other (n=7), Sample Size = 2,283

City dwellers 
continue to be the 
council taxpayers 

most widely inclined 
to be prepared to 

pay extra.

Last year those who 
lived in a town 

where most likely to 
oppose an increase, 
whereas this year at 

50% (+7% YoY), 
it is individuals living 

in a village or 
hamlet. 
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Precept question | There has been a +7% rise YoY in opposition to any 
increase, among residents who are ‘Very Dissatisfied’ with Sussex Police (87% 
opposed) AND also more surprisingly among those ‘Very Satisfied’ with the 
force too (33% opposed).

Please indicate which of the options below you would support for the precept in the 
forthcoming financial year 2026/27. | By satisfaction with Sussex Police excluding exempt

6%
16%

23%
27%

38%

2%

6%

11%

20%

11%

5%

8%

14%

17%
17%87%

71%

53%

36% 33%

1 - Very Dissatisfied 2 3 4 5 - Very Satisfied

I do NOT support any increase
in council tax

I am prepared to pay up to
£0.83 extra per month

I am prepared to pay up to
£1.17 extra per month

I am prepared to pay up to
£2.00 extra per month

Base: 1 (n=111), 2 (n=173), 3 (n=760), 4 (n=840), 5 (n=399), Sample Size = 2,283

17



Precept question | 82% of the council taxpayers participating, who generally 
feel ‘Extremely Unsafe’ in Sussex oppose any increase (+4% YoY). Opposition 
to any increase has risen significantly YoY for each safety rating segment.

Please indicate which of the options below you would support for the precept in the 
forthcoming financial year 2026/27. | By safety rating in Sussex excluding exempt

13%
18% 16%

28%
39%

8% 12%

16%

13%

5%

10%
14%

16%

15%82%

63% 59%

40%
33%

Extremely Unsafe Unsafe Neither Safe nor
Unsafe

Safe Extremely Safe

I do NOT support any
increase in council tax

I am prepared to pay up
to £0.83 extra per month

I am prepared to pay up
to £1.17 extra per month

I am prepared to pay up
to £2.00 extra per month

Base: Extremely Unsafe (n=61), Unsafe (n=208), Neither Safe nor Unsafe (n=569), Safe (n=1,033), Extremely Safe (n=412), Sample Size = 2,283

NB This chart equates 
the safety ratings to 

the question ‘How safe 
or unsafe do you 
generally feel in 

Sussex, on a scale 
from 1 to 10, where a 
rating of 1 is extremely 
unsafe and a rating of 
10 is extremely safe?’

as detailed below:
1-2 = Extremely 

Unsafe
3-4 = Unsafe

5-6 = Neither Safe 
Nor Unsafe
7-8 = Safe

9-10 = Extremely Safe.
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Precept question | Support or opposition to an increase in the precept 
correlates with whether a council taxpayer feels that their local community 
has become safer (wider support) or less safe (wider opposition) over the last 
12 months. This is the same trend as the previous year.

Please indicate which of the options below you would support for the precept in the 
forthcoming financial year 2026/27. | By ‘Over the last 12 months, would you say that your 

local community has become...?’ excluding exempt

11%

16%

25%

24%

32%

47%

15%

5%

11%

13%

23%

17%

11%

10%

11%

16%

18%

17%

64%

69%

53%

46%

28%

19%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Don't know

a much less safe place to live

a less safe place to live

neither safer nor less safe as a place
to live

a safer place to live

a much safer place to live I am prepared to pay
up to £2.00 extra per
month

I am prepared to pay
up to £1.17 extra per
month

I am prepared to pay
up to £0.83 extra per
month

I do NOT support any
increase in council tax

Base: a much less safe place to live (n=176), a less safe place to live (n=591), neither safer nor less safe as a place to live (n=1,086), a safer place to live (n=268), a much safer 
place to live (n=115), Don't know (n=47), Sample Size = 2,283

81% of the council 
taxpayers who feel that 

their local community has 
become ‘a much safer 

place to live’ over the last 
12 months, support an 

increase. The proportion of 
them who are prepared to 
pay the highest amount 
has increased by +11% 

YoY.

Whereas 69% of the 
participants who feel that 
their local community has 
become ‘a much less safe 

to place to live’ in that 
time, oppose any increase. 
However, this opposition 

has decreased by 3% YoY.

Opposition to an increase 
is up by +8% YoY in the 

very sizeable ‘Neither’ 
cohort.
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Precept question | Experiencing at least one researched crime within 
the last 12 months, had little impact on the support for an increase 
in the precept (54% vs 53%) but opposing any increase is now +8% 
higher YoY at 47% among those who have NOT experienced a crime.

Please indicate which of the options below you would support for the precept in the 
forthcoming financial year 2026/27. 

By personal experience of a researched crime within the last 12 months excluding exempt

27% 25%

14%
13%

13% 16%

46% 47%

Experienced Crime No Crime Experience

I do NOT support any increase
in council tax

I am prepared to pay up to
£0.83 extra per month

I am prepared to pay up to
£1.17 extra per month

I am prepared to pay up to
£2.00 extra per month

Base: Experienced Crime (n=1,059), No Crime Experience (n=1,178), Sample Size = 2,237

Support for the 
highest level of 
increase in the 

precept up to £2.00, 
continues to run at 
around a quarter of 
council taxpayers, 

regardless of 
whether they have 

personally 
experienced a crime 

within the last 12 
months or not. 
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Precept question | Council taxpayers who claim to be aware of Katy Bourne as 
the current Sussex PCC on a prompted basis, are +18% more likely to support 
an increase in the precept (64% support) than individuals who are not aware 
(46% support), with the latter’s opposition to any increase up +7% YoY. 

Base: Yes (n=967), No (n=1,168), Don't know (n=148), Sample Size = 2,283

Please indicate which of the options below you would support for the 
precept in the forthcoming financial year 2026/27 

By awareness of Katy Bourne as the current Sussex PCC excluding exempt

32%
21% 23%

17%

11% 10%

15%

14%
20%

37%

54%
47%

Yes No Don't know

I do NOT support any increase
in council tax

I am prepared to pay up to
£0.83 extra per month

I am prepared to pay up to
£1.17 extra per month

I am prepared to pay up to
£2.00 extra per month

The size of the gap in 
support for an increase 
based upon awareness 

of Katy Bourne as 
Sussex PCC 

has doubled from +9% 
to +18% YoY.

Successfully broadening 
awareness of

 Katy Bourne and the 
work done by Sussex 

PCC, could continue to 
improve receptiveness 
to an increase in the 

precept.

64%

46%
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Precept question | 60% of council taxpayers with at least one under 18 in 
their household, support an increase in the precept, compared with 50% 
where there are no under 18s in the household, representing a small +1% 
widening in this continuing dynamic YoY.

Base: No under 18s in household (n=1,470), At least one under 18 in household (n=810), Sample Size = 2,280

Please indicate which of the options below you would support for the 
precept in the forthcoming financial year 2026/27.  
By presence of under 18s in household excluding exempt

24% 28%

12%

16%

14%

16%

50%
40%

No under 18s in household At least one under 18 in household

I do NOT support any increase in
council tax

I am prepared to pay up to £0.83 extra
per month

I am prepared to pay up to £1.17 extra
per month

I am prepared to pay up to £2.00 extra
per month

50%
60%
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Thank you.

David Jones
Managing Director

T.  +44 (0) 1522 519388
M. +44 (0) 7702 596260
david.jones@habit5.co.uk
www.habit5.co.uk

Main office:
Habit5
Unit E29
Enterprise Building
Ropewalk
Lincoln
LN6 7DQ

Registered address:
Habit5 Limited
Mexborough House
Main Street
Burton
Lincoln
LN1 2RD

mailto:david.jones@habit5.co.uk
http://www.habit5.co.uk/
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