
How you support 
Sussex Police

Always call 999 in an emergency

Call 101 for non-emergency calls

Report online at:
sussex.police.uk/contact-us

Dedicated support for victims of crime can be found 
on the Safe Space Sussex website. The directory lists 
over 80 specialist services available in Sussex and a 

24/7 live-chat feature. Help - when you need it most.

Sign up to PCC Katy Bourne’s newsletter:

Get a weekly, one-minute 
read on policing, crime 
and community safety 

issues - straight to 
your inbox. 

@SussexPCC www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk

Chief Constable Jo Shiner KPM
Sussex Police

Sussex Police officers, staff and volunteers are 
committed to making a difference to the lives of 
people across the county and work tirelessly to 
protect our communities, catch criminals, and 
deliver an outstanding service.

Over the last 12 months the visibility of officers in 
your neighbourhoods has further increased, we 
have become one of the best-performing forces 
nationally for answering and responding to calls for 
help, and our specialist teams have remained 
dedicated in their work to tackle and investigate 
crime in all its forms. 

We are operating in a challenging financial environ-
ment, particularly as one of the lowest funded 
forces in the country, but it remains vital we contin-
ue to invest in key areas of our policing service, to 
ensure an effective and efficient operation that 
enables us to be there when you need us and to 
keep you safe through the prevention and detection 
of crime.

As residents, you play an important role and we 
look forward to continuing our work listening and 
engaging with you on the matters that concern you 
the most. 

Thank you for your continued support and 
working with us to keep Sussex safe for all.

If you need help or 
feel unsafe while out 
in public, scan the 
QR code or visit 
SafeSpaceSussex.org.uk

2026/27 Police Precept

Report anonymously through Crimestoppers:
crimestoppers-uk.org or call free 0800 555 111



This year’s decision on the 
policing precept has been 
the toughest yet. The 
Government’s police grant 
settlement for 2026/27 has 
left Sussex Police facing a 
£7.5 million deficit - far more 
than the £4.5 million we 
were forecasting.

Why? Because the Government has given us less 
funding to support Sussex Police.

For 2026/27, Sussex Police’s budget is £443.2 million - 
but 43% of that comes directly from you, local 
taxpayers, through the police precept. 

The Government’s settlement assumes I will raise the 
precept by £15 on a Band D property. That’s not a 
choice - it’s an expectation.

After speaking with our Chief Constable and our senior 
teams, it has become clear that, if we do not increase 
the policing precept by the maximum amount, we risk 
losing vital resources or functions that could 
jeopardise the safety of Sussex residents if the service 
level from Sussex Police drops. 

Over the last eight years with your support we have 
re-built neighbourhood policing. We have record 
numbers of police officers leading to better 
performance and more crimes being solved – a 17% 
improvement on last year. This year’s inadequate 
funding settlement threatens to undermine all our 
hard work. 

To maintain current staffing and performance levels, I 
must increase the precept by the maximum allowed. 
This is not where I wanted to be but keeping Sussex 
residents safe must come first.

Thank you for your continued support.

Katy Bourne OBE

Where can I find out more about my council tax?

How is Sussex Police delivering on your priorities?

Protecting our communities - every day

Catching criminals - every day

Delivering an outstanding service - every day 

sussex-pcc.gov.uk/about/financials/policing-budget

sussex-pcc.gov.uk/about/financials/policing-budget/faq-budget-and-council-tax-202627

Recent improvements funded through previous precept investments have made a
significant impact on the police service you receive.

Sussex Police is now the best performing force nationally for responding to emergency and 
non-emergency calls. Currently 98% of 999 calls are answered within 10 seconds and the 
average 101 wait time is 1 minute 30 seconds. 

Recorded crime is up 30% over the last 10 years yet Sussex Police is now solving more crime. 

In 2025, Sussex Police solved 17% more crimes than in 2024 and over 75% more than in 2022 
despite recording almost 140,000 crimes last year. 

Sussex Police addresses and responds daily to the following:

Receives 
1,877 contacts 
including 791 
emergency 
calls

Undertakes 439 
risk assessments 
with over half for 
children or the 
vulnerable

Records 379 
new crimes 

Engages with 
316 members 
of the public

Conducts 25 
visible hotspot 
patrols in 
target areas

Spends 2,420 
officer hours 
responding to 
incidents

Conducts 17 
stop and 
searches

Carries out 72 
arrests

Responds to 
26 road traffic 
collisions 
involving 49 
vehicles

Sends police 
units to 561 
reported 
incidents

Handles 40 
reports 
involving a 
missing 
person

Responds to 
92 domestic 
crimes and 
6 rapes


